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Our 2021 Opening and Closing Films 
Opening this year’s festival is Canadian-
Irish co-production Death of a Ladies’ 
Man. This touching and humorous film 
stars Gabriel Byrne and Brian Gleeson 
(as Byrne’s father!) in a tale of music, 
madness and mirth. 

This year ‘s festival will close with the 
new Irish language feature Foscadh 
(Shelter). Foscadh is funded by TG4 
and Screen Ireland. The film stars 
Arracht actor Dónall Ó Héalai and 
is director Seán Breathnach’s debut 
feature film, for which he recently won 
Best First Feature at the Galway Film 
Fleadh.

Foscadh (Shelter) has been selected 
as Ireland’s entry for the Oscars®’ Best 
International Feature Film category 
(formerly Best Foreign Language 
category) at the upcoming 94th annual 
Academy Awards.

Death of a Ladies’ Man
Inspired by the work of Leonard Cohen, 
and set to some of his most beloved 
music, Death of a Ladies’ Man tells the 
story of a carousing college professor, 
Samuel O’Shea (Gabriel Byrne), whose 
life takes a series of unimaginable 
turns, and all the old stories are given 
a new twist when he begins to have 
surreal hallucinations and learns he 
may not be long for this world.
Cinema Screening, Thurs 14th, 7.30PM

Foscadh (Shelter)
Set in the wild mountains of 
Connemara, Foscadh tells the story of 
friendless and guileless recluse John 
Cunliffe who is suddenly propelled 
into manhood at the ripe old age of 
28. When his over-cosseting parents 
pass away, John inherits mountain land 
that is in the way of a lucrative wind-
farm development, and he is forced 
to navigate the choppy waters of 
romance, trust and vengeance for the 
first time.
Cinema Screening, Sun 17th, 7.00PM

Death of a Ladies’ Man

Shelter (Foscadh)



Industry Highlights
And the Maureen O’ Hara Award  
goes to...

KIFF is delighted to announce that 
American film producer and  
current president of Lucasfilm,  
Kathleen Kennedy, is the recipient of  
this year’s Maureen O’ Hara award. 

The esteemed producer has 
participated in the making of over 70 
films worldwide, including five of the 
fifty highest-grossing films in motion 
picture history, and also co-founded 
the production company, Amblin 
Entertainment, with Stephen Spielberg 
and Frank Marshall. She has produced 
a wide range of beloved films, such as 
the E.T. the Extra Terrestrial, the thrilling 
films of the Jurassic Park series, as well 
as acclaimed historical dramas such 

as Munich, Lincoln, and Schindler’s List.  
She is currently producing several new 
Star Wars series and films, including 
the third season of the Emmy Award-
winning The Mandalorian.  

KIFF 2021 are greatly honored to be 
presenting Kathleen Kennedy with the 
Maureen O’ Hara award in celebration 
of her exceptional work in film and for 
her outstanding contribution to the 
industry in general. This much-coveted 
award is offered exclusively to women 
who have excelled in film, and KIFF are 
privileged to be presenting this award 
to a producer of such caliber. Due to 
covid restrictions, the award will be 
presented via an online interview, which 
will be available for free from Oct 11th 
and throughout the festival on the KIFF 
website.

Kathleen Kennedy



Short Film Selection
KIFF is renowned for it’s exciting and 
diverse short film selections. This 
year is no different as we present a 
selection of new Irish work (many 
in the cinema) and a robust line up 
of international films, covering a 
broad range of themes and subjects, 
including Animation, Experimental, and 
Dance on Film. 

Amongst these highlights is a 
programme to celebrate our new 
films submission field, dedicated to 
promoting awareness & appreciation of 
the lives, stories & artistic expressions 
about and from people of different 
abilities & disabilities.This programme 
of work will be available online from 
14th - 17th October.

We also return to Cinema Killarney 
for our exciting selection of Fiction, 
Documentary and Animated Irish 
shorts in our New Irish Short Films 
Collection:

Neon Meets Argon 
Online & In-Person / Cinema screening, 
Saturday 16th, 3.00PM

The Passion
Online & In-Person / Cinema screening, 
Saturday 16th, 12.30PM

Kerry Connections

 
Over lockdown, the creative Kerry 
community have been hard at work! 
This is especially evident in our two 
programmes of Kerry Connection 
Short films, a selection of filmic pieces 
& short films that celebrate Kerry as 
a location, the creative work of our 
local Arts community, and the talented 
artists who have left Kerry to work 
further afield.

Bardo
Online & In-Person / Cinema screening, 
Friday 15th, 3.30PM

Kerry Connections Shorts One 
Online & In-Person / Cinema 
screening, Saturday 16th, 10.30AM
 
Kerry Connections Shorts Two
Online & In-person / Cinema 
Screening, Sunday 17th, 4.30PM



Awards Brunch
Join us at our awards Sunday brunch 
to find out who this year’s KIFF winners 
are. With an exciting selection of 
awards up for grabs, including the Kerry 
Connections award, Best Irish and 
International Short, Score and Feature, 
as well as our new 2021 category, 
Taking Flight, which celebrates 
emerging talent and is sponsored  
by Kerry Airport. 

Join us on Oct 17th at 12.30PM  
for our Awards Brunch. 

Booking and proof of vaccine will  
be required. 

IFTA Networking Event
The IFTA Business Networking Event  
in association with Film In Kerry. 
Drinks Reception & Networking,  
Friday 15th, 7.30PM / Plaza Hotel 
Registration and proof of vaccine will  
be required.

This IFTA event will put the spotlight on 
KERRY as a film location and growing 
film business community. Hosted by 
Academy CEO Áine Moriarty, the event 
will highlight the film work in Kerry 
and the Film In Kerry initiative as part 
of the Kerry County Council. Guests 
from the world of Filmmaking & Kerry 
business people will enjoy an informal 
networking event to highlight film 
business opportunities for Co Kerry.

Neon Meets Argon 
Online & In-Person / Cinema screening, 
Saturday 16th, 3.00PM

The Passion
Online & In-Person / Cinema screening, 
Saturday 16th, 12.30PM

Youth and School Screenings

 
KIFF and Cinema Killarney have a 
diverse and exciting selection of films 
for Young Adult audiences. These films, 
featuring Irish and French language 
films, are intended for schools and 
youth club groups. More details, 
including group booking, is available by 
emailing info@kerryfilmfestival.

mailto:info@kerryfilmfestival


Cinema Highlights 
You can explore our full selection of 
new Irish & International feature films 
(screening both online and in-person) 
on our website, but in the meantime 
here are a few of the in-person 
Cinema highlights! Don’t miss out, 
book your tickets on kerryfilmfestival.
com now! 

Love Yourself Today
This documentary centres around 
the music of Irish singer songwriter 
Damien Dempsey but also turns the 
lens on his fans. Every Christmas in 
Dublin, the crowds gather for Damo’s 
Christmas gig at Vicar Street. For many, 
these shows have become a cathartic 
ritual, a safe space where emotions 
can be laid bare.
Cinema Screening, Sat 16th, 5.30PM

Through The Night
A tender portrait of titanic 
strength, love, and selflessness, 
this documentary showcases the 
multiplicity of “women’s work” -- paid, 
underpaid, and unpaid; emotional and 
physical; domestic and career-oriented 
-- all while negotiating the terms of  
a dignified existence under the  
three arrows of racism, sexism,  
and capitalism in America.
Online & In-Person / Cinema Screening, 
Sun 17th, 10.30AM

Who we Love 
Lily, a girl with a secret on the cusp of 
becoming a young woman, is faced 
with the greatest challenge of her 
young life.
Cinema Screening, Sat 16th, 8.00PM

To The Moon
Tadhg O’Sullivan’s joyful documentary 
is a cinematic love letter to the moon, 
celebrating the night sky over the 
course of a lunar month. There’s a 
mesmerizing quality to the film, which 
along with extraordinary footage 
from around the globe, looks at the 
moon’s place in literature, culture and 
storytelling.
Cinema Screening, Sun 17th, 2.00PM

Love Yourself Today



Online Film Programme Highlights 
Indie and low-budget filmmaking is 
something KIFF strives to support. 
With the DIY filmmaking community 
growing fast, we take this opportunity 
to showcase some of the new talents 
in this area with our strand of feature 
dramas titled  ‘Something’s Not Quite 
Right’, a selection of Irish horror and 
psychological thrillers.

The ‘Something’s Not Quite Right’  
Film Strand

Save Me From Everything
To save her family from a dangerous 
curse, Emmy seeks out a stranger who 
may hold the answers, but she quickly 
realizes that nothing is what it seems. . 
Online / Sat 16th, 7.30PM

Bring Out The Fear
A couple in a doomed relationship 
become trapped in their favourite 
forest, stalked by a sinister presence 
trying to drive them insane.
Online & In-Person / Fri 15th, 8.30PM

Yellow Wallpaper
Jane is prescribed a rest treatment 
by her physician husband John. She 
becomes obsessed with the peculiar 
yellow wallpaper in the bedroom he 
has chosen for her. In her isolation, she 
secretly writes about a woman trapped 
in the wallpaper—that she must free.
Online & In-Person / Friday 15th 6.00PM

Gateway 
Mike, a low-level drug dealer is haunted 
by a recent death. Unable to shake his 
waking nightmare, Mike’s business 
has suffered and he and his gang are 
in debt to a ruthless supplier. In need 
of quick cash, the gang plan to grow 
a large amount of weed to settle the 
debt, now all they need is a quiet place 
to grow it.
Online / Sun 17th, 6.30PM

International Environment Film Strand
presented by Jack Reynor

We are excited to announce that Irish actor Jack 
Reynor is KIFF’s newly appointed Green Ambassador. 
In celebration of Jack’s role, he and the programming 
team have put together a daily online selection 
of international environment documentaries that 
highlight the challenges our environment faces today, 
including Hell Or Clean Water (Canada), Uni Yama Aida 
(Japan) and Walk The Tide Line (Finland) 

To read more about these films and KIFF Green policy 
and initiative please visit our website.

Jack Reynor 



Blended Festival - In-Person & Online
KIFF takes place from Oct 14th – 17th and is excited 
to present our 22nd edition - a celebration of film and 
filmmaking talent that will take place both in-person and 
online, as part of our exciting blended film festival.

In-person Film Programme 
We are delighted to be able to bring KIFF back onto the 
big screen. Every care will be taken to adhere to up-to-
the-minute government guidelines to deliver a safe and 
enjoyable physical event. 

KIFF is absolutely delighted to have Cinema Killarney as 
our main venue. And to be presenting our closing night film 
in Tralee, which will screen at Siamsa Tíre.

All patrons must bring their EU COVID Certificate and photo 
ID to present upon entering the cinema screen. 

To avoid disappointment we recommend booking all tickets 
online in advance, as capacity is limited and tickets may not 
be available at the door. 

Cinema Killarney East Avenue Road, Killarney, Co. Kerry 

Siamsa Tíre Tralee, Town Park, Tralee, Co. Kerry

Online Film Programme
Running parallel to the in-person programme is a robust 
Online Programme streaming from the KIFF website to 
audiences’ devices-of-choice. KIFF endeavours to ensure 
that those who cannot, or who aren’t yet ready to return to 
the cinema, will still be able to enjoy the festival from the 
comfort of their own homes.

Follow us @KerryFilmFestivalTickets for all online  
and in-person events  
can be purchased from  
www.kerryfilmfestival.com

www.kerryfilmfestival.com

